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15
pressure gas path between the hopper and upstream
end of the screw and plasticating chamber through a
route external to said opering from said hopper to said
plasticating chamber, providing between the upstream
ends of said screw and plasticating chamber a thrust
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16
space, introducing said high pressure gas into said
thrust space and preventing external gas inputs to said
plasticating chamber downstream of said hopper open-
ing.
* * * * *




